
 
 
 
 
 

Hartsville Middle School 
Rising English I Honors - Summer Reading 

 
Dear Student, 

 
As you enjoy your summer break, also enjoy a good book.  The information below outlines the summer 
reading requirements for English I. 
 
Requirements 

● You will choose to read one of the following novels listed below.  The novel will be assessed during the first 
week of school and count as a quiz grade.  

● You will complete one assignment for the novel you read.  The assignment will be turned in on the first day of 
school and will count as a test grade.  See assignment choices at the end of the document. 

 
How to Get Books 

● Students may check-out some of the  book titles from HMS during iPad drop-off while supplies last . The books 
will be returned after the quiz during the first week of school.  

● Students may also order books from The Nook on Carolina Avenue, Amazon, or Barnes and Noble. 
● Students may check-out books from the Hartsville Memorial Library. 

 
Book Choices 

o To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (1961 Pulitzer Prize Winner; President George W. Bush 
Presidential Medal of Freedom; American Librarians Best Book of the 1900s)  

▪ Author Harper Lee uses memorable characters to explore civil rights and racism in the segregated 
Southern United States of the 1930s. Told through the eyes of Scout Finch, you learn about her 
father, Atticus Finch, an attorney who hopelessly strives to prove the innocence of an African 
American man unjustly accused of a crime; and about Boo Radley, a mysterious neighbor, who 
saves Scout and her brother Jem from being killed. 
 

o Monster by Walter Dean Myers (nominated for the 1999 National Book Award for Young People's 
Literature, won the Michael L. Printz Award in 2000, and was named a Coretta Scott King Award Honor) 

▪ Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder. A Harlem drugstore owner was shot and 
killed in his store, and the word is that Steve served as the lookout.Guilty or innocent, Steve 
becomes a pawn in the hands of "the system," cluttered with cynical authority figures and 
unscrupulous inmates, who will turn in anyone to shorten their own sentences. For the first time, 
Steve is forced to think about who he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all the tomorrows 
of his life. As a way of coping with the horrific events that entangle him, Steve, an amateur 
filmmaker, decides to transcribe his trial into a script, just like in the movies. He writes it all 
down, scene by scene, the story of how his whole life was turned around in an instant. But despite 
his efforts, reality is blurred and his vision obscured until he can no longer tell who he is or what 
is the truth.  
 

o Nothing But the Truth by Avi (Newbery Honor Book) 
▪ Philip Malloy is a track-obsessed ninth grader at Harrison High School in New Hampshire. He 

blames his English teacher, Margaret Narwin, for his poor performance in her class, and he earns 
a D for his grade. Since he is no longer eligible to try out for the track team, he avoids telling his 
parents and instead pretends that he no longer has an interest in trying out. Throughout his time in 



school, the number of class time disturbances increases, as he becomes the class clown.  Soon a 
situation in class becomes a national news story.  
 

o Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes (Coretta Scott King Author’s Award, Best Book for Young Adults, 
Children's Literature Choice) 

▪ In Nikki Grimes’s Bronx Masquerade, Mr. Ward’s English class has been studying the Harlem 
Renaissance. He has assigned an essay, but an essay seems to be an inappropriate assignment to 
at least one of his students: Wesley “Bad Boy” Boone. Wesley would rather write a poem, 
thinking it would be more in keeping with the spirit of the Harlem Renaissance. Mr. Ward allows 
Wesley to write a poem and even to read it aloud in class. He must still write the essay, however. 
Wesley’s poem starts a trend, and soon his “homey” Tyrone brings in a poem of his own to read. 
Before long, other students in class want to read their poems, and Open Mike Friday is born.  

 
o The Pigman by Paul Zindel (ALA Notable Children’s Book, Horn Book Fanfare, Boston Globe–Horn 

Book Award Honor Book, ALA Best of the Best Books for Young Adults, New York Times Outstanding 
Book of the Year, ALA Best Book for Young Adults) 

▪ John Conlan is nicknamed “The Bathroom Bomber” after setting off firecrackers in the boys’ 
bathroom 23 times without ever getting caught. John and his best friend, Lorraine, can never 
please their parents, and school is a chore. To pass the time, they play pranks on unsuspecting 
people and it's during one of these pranks that they meet the “Pigman.” In spite of themselves, 
John and Lorraine soon get caught up in Mr. Pignati’s zest for life. In fact, they become so 
involved that they begin to destroy the only corner of the world that has ever mattered to them. 
Can they stop before it’s too late? 
 

o Tangerine by Edward Bloor (Rebecca Caudill Young Reader's Book Award Nominee, South Carolina 
Book Award for Junior Book Award)  

▪ Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien. But he’s 
not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his family’s new home in 
Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn 
underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time every day? The chaos is compounded 
by constant harassment from his football–star brother, and adjusting to life in Tangerine isn’t easy 
for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his middle school. With the help of his new 
teammates, Paul begins to discover what lies beneath the surface of his strange new hometown. 
And he also gains the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him 
for far too long. In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible.  
 

o That was Then, This is Now By S. E. Hinton (American Library Association (ALA) Best Young Adult 
Book Award.) - A favorite for those who liked The Outsiders 

▪ Does growing up have to mean growing apart? 
Since childhood, Bryon and Mark have been as close as brothers. Now things are changing. 
Bryon's growing up, spending a lot of time with girls, and thinking seriously about who he wants 
to be. Mark still just lives for the thrill of the moment. The two are growing apart - until Bryon 
makes a shocking discovery about Mark. Then Bryon faces a terrible decision - one that will 
change both of their lives forever. 
 

o Pilgrim’s Progress: Modern English version by John Bunyan 
▪ Christian’s journey to the Celestial City is littered with trials and pitfalls. Each character 

represented in this allegory is intentionally and profoundly accurate in its depiction of what we 
see all around us, and unfortunately, what we too often see in ourselves. But while Christian is 
injured and nearly killed, he struggles to prevail. 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_Caudill
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=South_Carolina_Book_Award&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=South_Carolina_Book_Award&action=edit&redlink=1


Book Assignment Choices - Choose ONE 

 

Choice #1 

Create a Children’s Book Based on Your Novel 

Include 

● A Title page with the title of the book, the author’s name, and your name as illustrator and editor 

(5 points) 

● A minimum of 15 pages retelling the story in terms appropriate for a child in 1st or 2nd grade. 

Each page must have (5 points per page) 
○ Typed text retelling the story in simplified terms 

○ Illustrations that are relatable to the story (drawn, digitally copied, or cut from 

magazines) 

● The last page with (20 points) 
○ one paragraph that states a theme of the story and cites evidence from the story to 

support the theme.  

○ one paragraph explaining how the setting impacts the characters or the conflict 

 

Exceeds  Meets  Approaches  Developing  Not Met 

● Title Page 

with all 

required 

components 

● a minimum 

of 15 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed 

above 

● Illustrations 

on 15 

pages 

● Stated 

theme with 

a paragraph 

citing 2 

examples 

of clear 

evidence 

from the 

text to 

support the 

theme 

● a paragraph 

explaining 

the impact 

of the 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● a minimum 

of 12 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed 

above 

● Illustrations 

on a 

minimum of 

12 pages 

● Theme 

stated with 

one 

example of 

evidence 

from the 

text 

● setting 

stated with 

an 

explanation 

about the 

impact of 

setting on 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● a minimum 

of 8 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed above 

● Illustrations 

on a 

minimum of 

8 pages 

● Theme 

stated with 

no examples 

of evidence 

from the 

text 

● setting 

stated with 

no 

explanation 

about the 

impact of 

setting on 

either the 

character 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● a minimum 

of 6 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed 

above 

● Illustrations 

on a 

minimum of 

6 pages 

 

Only one of the 

items below 

completed: 

● Theme 

stated with 

no 

examples 

of evidence 

from the 

text 

● setting 

stated with 

no 

● No title 

page 

● Less than 6 

pages for 

story and 

illustrations 

● No theme 

or setting 

given 



setting on 

characters 

and the 

conflict 

either the 

character 

or the 

conflict 

or the 

conflict 

explanation 

about the 

impact of 

setting on 

either the 

character 

or the 

conflict 

 

Choice #2 

Create a digital presentation using a platform such as Google Slides, PowerPoint, Prezi, etc. 

Include (Each slide is worth 10 points) 

● Title slide with title and author of the book, your name, and an illustration   

● Slide 1 - Setting  

○ Description of the setting 

○ Picture that represents the setting 

○ Explanation of how the setting impacted the character(s) or the conflict 

● Slide 2 - Main Character(s) (This may take more than one slide) 

○ Character’s name 

○ Picture representing the character 

○ Explanation of the character’s role in the story 

● Slide 3 - Supporting Character #1 

○ Character’s name 

○  Picture representing the character 

○ Explanation of the character’s role in the story 

● Slide 4 - Supporting Character #2 

○ Character’s name 

○ Picture representing the character 

○ Explanation of the character’s role in the story 

● Slide 5 - Conflict 

○ Name an important conflict 

○ Picture representing the conflict 

○ Explain how the conflict impacted the characters 

● Slide 6 - Theme 

○ State a theme of the novel 

○ Cite 3 pieces of evidence from the novel to support the theme 

● Slide 7 - Lovely Language #1 

○ Choose a phrase or sentence that was uniquely written 

○ Explain how the phrase impacted the text and you as the reader 

(Example: from A Wrinkle in Time” “Life with its rules, its obligations its freedoms is like a  

sonnet: you’re given the form but you have to write the sonnet yourself.”  This phrase  

provides insight into Meg’s character and strength as she realizes that it is up to  

her to determine the direction her life will take.  The obstacles she faces as she  

attempts to rescue her father will make her or break her.  I will also face challenges in 

life.  My attitude in how I face these challenges will be important in determining the adult 

I will become.) 

● Slide 8 - Lovely Language #2 

○ Choose a phrase or sentence that was uniquely written 

○ Explain how the phrase impacted the text and you as the reader 

● Slide 9 - Critique of novel 

○ Explain why you did or did not enjoy this novel 

 



Exceeds  Meets  Approaches  Developing  Not Met 

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● All nine 

content 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● At least 8 

content 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

OR all 9 

slides with 

no more 

than 2 

missing 

components 

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● At least 7 

content 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

OR 8 slides 

with no 

more than 

2 missing 

components  

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● At least 6 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

OR 7 slides 

with no 

more than 

3 missing 

components 

● 5 or Less 

slides  

● or More 

than 7 

missing 

components 

 
For questions or assistance, contact jacquoline.coker@darlington.k12.sc.us or miranda.broach@darlington.k12.sc.us  

mailto:jacquoline.coker@darlington.k12.sc.us
mailto:miranda.broach@darlington.k12.sc.us

